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‘Waking
Up with
Edie
Darling’

Welding
Technologies
at PTC

Instructor Jay Nunes
critiques student’s work.

Edie Darling

BY FRANK DROUZAS

Sponsored by Rene Flowers, Pinellas County School Board Member District 7
and members of the Juvenile Detention Alternative Initiatives,
the “Education Not Incarceration” forum was held was Thurs., Nov. 13.

Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG —
Applied Welding Technologies has recently come
back to the St. Pete campus
of Pinellas Technical College (PTC) after a hiatus of
several years. Since returning in August 2104, the program’s mission is to
prepare students for employment as welders in the
fabrication and repair industry and also the construction industry.
“Basically what they
learn is structural and pipe
welding here, and several
different processes,” said
PTC instructor Jay Nunes.
In a planned sequence
of courses, the program
covers a comprehensive
curriculum that includes
shielded metal arc welding,
gas metal arc welding,
fluxed core arc welding and
gas tungsten arc welding.
The initial course focuses on cutting, bending,
drilling, punching and finishing skills in working
with metals. The students
then move on to various
welding processes and
apply their skills such as
See PTC, page 4


BY HOLLY KESTENIS
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG –
Local residents gathered
at Greater Mt. Zion AME
Church to hear new ways
the community is working toward stopping the
pipeline to prison among
our youth with alternative
approaches to disciplinary actions.
Parents, grandparents

and concerned citizens
were in attendance to discuss how to reduce the
amount of teenagers in
the juvenile justice system, particularly among
African-American males.
Although the numbers
around Pinellas County are
dropping, there are too
many children each year
being arrested for criminal
activity happening in area
schools.

Gina Gibbs of Pinellas
County Justice and Community Services cited
some startling statistics.
Bottom line, there are a lot
of arrests being made in
our schools. According to
Gibbs, five of the top 10
schools with the most arrests are right here in St.
Petersburg. Azalea Middle
School was the only middle
school rounding out the
top 10. Area high schools,

Boca Ciega, Dixie Hollins,
Lakewood, and St. Petersburg High School were
also among those schools
with the highest arrests.
Although there are
over 200 students being
arrested for felonies,
Gibbs argued that the majority of arrests are made
for misdemeanors such as
disorderly conduct, which
See EDUCATION, pages 8

DAR honors Catherine Crumbs
BY HOLLY KESTENIS
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG –
Friends and family gathered to honor a local icon
in the nursing community. Catherine Crumbs
was awarded the Community Service Award by
The Princess Hirrihigua
Chapter Daughters of the
American
Revolution
(DAR), and she was nothing but smiles.
“The first thing I
asked was, ‘Do they realize I’m an African Ameri-

can?’” said Crumbs.
If you were to peruse
the DAR website you
might come across an old
photo, one depicting the
First Continental Congress of the DAR back in
February of 1892. When
looking at the 30 or so
women,
their
long
dresses a statement of the
fashion of the time, it almost immediately becomes apparent what
Crumbs is talking about.
All the women in the
organization at that time
See AWARD, page 6

Catherine Crumbs, left, and Cindy Weatherby.

BY FRANK DROUZAS
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG —
After retiring from the police department, Edie Darling first got the idea to do
her radio show “Wake Up
with Edie Darling” when
she wanted to continue to
help the community any
way she could. A former
Pinellas County deputy
sheriff, Darling left law enforcement after an illness in
2013.
“I knew that I could not
go back to the uniform
wearing the gun belt anymore,” Darling said, “but
my services to humanity
have not stopped.”
The talk show, which
Darling started in May
2014, is on lifeimprovementradio.com and is broadcast
every Sunday at 10 a.m.
“After I had gotten
somewhat better after my
illness, I wanted people to
feel what I felt and that was
the peace of God,” Darling
attested. “That no matter
what happens in your life,
to live your life the fullest
and do all that God has
called you to do, because
life is not promised to anybody. I want God’s people
to wake up. So ‘Wake Up
with Edie Darling’ is really
an awakening in God!”
Darling has also been a
member of the ministry
since 2004, serving as a
pastor and evangelist. She
See SERVICE, page 7




 

Hires Hairstyling
3427 11th Avenue North
St. Petersburg, Fla. 33713
Open Tuesday – Friday
6 AM until 6 PM
Losing Hair- Scalp treatments can help
Wigs need shampoo – cut to fit your face

Call (727) 642-7475
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BY MARCY PALMERI

REV. DR. ROBERT L.
HARRISON, PH.D.

Contributor

Men of S.T.E.E.L. Ministries
www.menofsteelministries.com

Just getting started
Praise the Lord Saints.
Great days are ahead.
We had an incredibly successful
and productive time at the parental engagement forum on Monday.
Despite the rain many parents
fought through and were in attendance
and I feel it was well worth it for them.
We are now working with the
school board on Phase two, which will
include compiling the information
shared from the parents and will be implementing and putting in place committees and whatever necessary to
ensure that your efforts will not go on
deaf ears.
Dr. Karen Mapp did a superb job
encapsulating her program in 30-45
minutes and I believe proved to be
quite effective.
I personally want to thank the key
players to include my buddy and friend
and fellow clergy Pastor Martin Rainey
for following God’s instructions and
having the belief and faith to follow
through with it till completion. I also
want to thank Dr. Michael Greco and
Dr. Valerie Brimm of the School Board
for their tireless efforts to not only sit
and listen but also to let us, PSFEC,
Parent Support for Education Council,
spearhead the community faith-based
efforts.
I know some out there were naysayers and had and probably still have
their reservations but we will continue
to not only prove y’all wrong but we will
make even more progress and ultimately make Satan regroup and go
across on of the bridges with his mess.
I hope that in the future forums we

get more participation from other community-based non-profits choose to
come to one of our meetings and establish an alliance to better promote the
fight for our kids.
I was pleasantly surprised to find
out that there are others in the community and city that are interested and
concerned about our kids’ future and
well-being that are not just School
board employees but also department
heads. I was also pleased to see that
they are not out of touch with reality as
to the issues and obstacles facing our
young parents and was open to mind
criticism of the various experiences
some of them encountered when they
would visit.
We are gonna win this fight and
with or without additional support from
other businesses and leaders in the
community and 2015 will prove to be a
year of positive promotion and praise
for the good things God has done.
A special shout out goes to my good
friend and sister in Christ Sis. Rene
Flowers and her fellow School Board
members who also were in attendance
and took time out of their hectic schedules to be with us the entire evening.
Next week it will be business as
usual as I continue to establish relationships and create alliances with those
committed to bringing about change
for the better.
And of course, call them like I see
them and as I’m led by the spirit of
God.
Till next week,
God Bless.
Dr. Rob

is distributed in the following cities:
St. Petersburg • Clearwater • Largo
Tarpon Springs • Dunedin • Safety Harbor

We want to hear from you!
The Florida Department of Transportation (FDOT), District Seven, invites you to
provide your comments to FDOT by participating in the Five-Year Tentative Work
Program Public Hearing. The Tentative Work Program for fiscal years July 1, 2015
through June 30, 2020 covers preliminary engineering, right of way acquisition,
construction, and public transportation projects for Citrus, Hernando, Hillsborough,
Pasco, and Pinellas Counties and includes Florida Turnpike Enterprise projects in
these counties.
There are four ways you can participate:
Go to www.D7wpph.com between Monday, December 15, 2014 and
Friday, December 19, 2014.
You will be able to see all of the presentations and maps, submit
comments, ask questions, and directly contact a department
representative if needed.

2.

If you do not have access to a computer or the internet, you can
use a computer at the local public libraries in the five counties
during the libraries’ regular operating hours

3.

FDOT representatives will be available at the following locations
on Tuesday, December 16, 2014 from 4:00 – 6:00 pm to meet with
you in person, answer any questions, and assist with website access:
Citrus County: Lecanto Government Building, 3600 W Sovereign
Path, Room 280, Lecanto, FL 34461
Hernando County: Public Works Office, 1525 E Jefferson St.,
Brooksville, FL 34601
Hillsborough County: MPO Offices, 601 E Kennedy Blvd, 18th
Floor, Tampa, FL 33601
Pasco County: West Pasco Government Center, 8731 Citizens Dr,
New Port Richey, FL 34654
Pinellas County: MPO Offices, 310 Court St, Clearwater, FL 33755

4.

ST. PETERSBURG —
Celebrating her nearly two
decades of ownership, St.
Petersburg native Tangela
Bailey offers more than just
books at Reader’s Choice
Book & Gift Store.
Bailey decided to open a
mobile bookstore 17 years
ago as a result of not being
able to find African-American books at the local
stores.
“Bookstores
would
order
African-American
books for you, but they
wouldn’t stock them,” Bailey said as she explained
how baffled she was by the
lack of book visibility by
African-American writers
being displayed along the
shelves of these stores.
November 29 will mark
the 17th anniversary of all
her hard work that began
from her car to her apartment and finally this determined woman opened a
storefront in St. Petersburg
and has been going ever
since.
“My bookstore holds all
kinds of community meetings and seminars,” Bailey
said.
A couponing seminar is
next in line on her calendar
of events. The store can accommodate 15-20 people,
which is more than enough
room for readers to gather
for a book discussion. And
students enjoy studying at
the tables while taking advantage of free Wi-Fi.

Spoken word/poetry
readings are held on the
second Saturday of each
month and from time to
time you will find local authors intermingling with the
patrons for book signings.
The store carries everything you would normally
find in a bookstore and
more. There is an array of
interesting books including
urban fiction.
“It came into play because those books sold and
did very well. They (the
other bookstores) determined there was a demand
and began stocking urban
fiction,” she said.
Urban fiction is also
called Street Fiction, which
revolves around a love story
or a relationship.
She is glad to know that
the community is reading,
regardless of the content.
She said she may not agree
with some of it, but it sells.
In addition to a wide
range of books, her store
also carries church supplies, African attire and art;
shea butter, raw black soap
as well as Greek paraphernalia for sororities and fraternities.
Her store is also authorized to send books to prisons. If a customer has a
loved one who is incarcerated and they would like to
select a book for them to
read, just call her store and
place an order.
Bailey is overcoming obstacles in her life right now
and is not at the store as
often as she would like to

The Weekly Challenger

Florida Department of Transportation
District Seven
PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE

1.

Celebrating 17 years
of page turning action

FDOT representatives are also available during this week at the
Florida Department of Transportation – District Seven offices
located at 11201 N. McKinley, Tampa, FL 33612. You can schedule
a meeting at the district office by calling (813) 975-6405.

Comments will be received thru the website, at the locations listed above, or you
can mail written comments to Debbie Hunt, Director of Transportation Development,
Florida Department of Transportation, 11201 M. McKinley Drive, MS 7-100, Tampa,
FL 33612. Comments must be submitted or postmarked by December 29, 2014 to
be a part of the official record.
Public participation is solicited without regard to race, color, national origin, age,
sex, religion, disability or family status. Persons who require special accommodations
under the Americans with Disabilities Act or persons who require translation services
(at no charge) should contract Lori Marable, Public Involvement Coordinator, at
(813) 975-6405 or (800) 226-7220 at least seven days prior to the hearing.
Approved 11/6/14
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Tangela Bailey
be, but it is open six days a
week “no matter what.”
Although Bailey is
thankful for the customer
support she currently has in
place, she would like to
have more support from the
African-American community.
A great way to meet her
and check out her bookstore would be to come by
Sat., Nov. 29 from 1 p.m. 5 p.m. The anniversary celebration will feature G-Baby,
an artist carrying a line of
inspirational journals, planners and more.
“We have a lot planned
so come on out! We will
have entertainment, music,
food and give-a-way,” Bailey
boasted.
Reader’s Choice Book &
Gift Store is located at 4341
34th St. S. in St. Pete, directly across the street from
Wendy’s fast food restaurant.
Their hours of operation are
Monday through Saturday
from 10–6:30 p.m. Special
arrangements can be made
for Sunday events, by appointment only

P.O. Box 35130, St. Petersburg, FL 33705
Phone: (727) 896-2922
Fax: (727) 823-2568
Email: editor@theweeklychallenger.com
www.theweeklychallenger.com

DEADLINES

THE BLACK PRESS

All news items, advertising copy and
related art submitted for publication
on Thursday must be at the office of
The Weekly Challenger no later than
4 p.m. Monday.

believes that America can
best lead the world from racial
antagonism when it accords to
every man, regardless of race,
creed or color, his human and
legal rights. Hating no man,
fearing no man... the Black Press
strives to help every man in the
firm belief that all men are hurt
as long as anyone is held back.

COLUMNIST’S
DISCLAIMER
The views expressed by The
Weekly Challenger columnists/
advice columnists do not necessarily
reflect the views of The Weekly
Challenger. By publishing such
columns, The Challenger is not
advocating the following of any
advice or suggestion expressed.
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to timeliness or newsworthiness.
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COMMUNITY NEWS

Lutheran Services Florida
2210 Tall Pines Drive, Suite 220
Largo, Florida 33771
Request for Proposal
HEAD START/EARLY HEAD START
Scope of Work: This request for proposal is to solicit individuals/groups that provide
high, quality behavioral health services to potentially serve our Head Start/Early Head
Start program that follows Federal, State, and County standards. The Head Start
and Early Head Start program is a comprehensive program that provides child
development and educational services to 1-5 year olds, incorporating the curriculum
and assessment tools which are used throughout the classroom and promotes
socialization activities in accordance with the Head Start Act.
Request for: Licensed Clinical Social
Workers, Licensed Mental Health
Counselors or Licensed Marriage
and Family Therapist in
Pinellas County.
Document Cost: $0
Bid Bond: No
Due Date/Time:
November 21, 2014/ 5:00 pm
Applicable to 2015 contracts.

Proposals can be mailed or emailed to:
Laurie Kowalski
Director of Procurement
Lutheran Services Florida Inc.
2210 Tall Pines Drive, Suite 220
Largo, Florida 33771
Phone: 727-547-5979 ext. 1904
laurie.kowalski@lsfnet.org
General questions:
Lisa Knight
Disabilities and Mental Health Manager
Phone: 727-547-5979 ext. 1007
Lisa.knight@lsfnet.org





CUSTOMIZED ADVERTISING CAMPAIGNS








OFFICE:
727-865-1591
FAX:
727-866-1728
WWW.WRXB.US

STREAMING LIVE GLOBALLY!
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The Afrikan American Achiever’s
Class of 1974
ST. PETERSBURG —
Time waits for no one. This
proved true as the Afrikan
American Achievers Class of
1974 celebrated an awesome
40th class reunion back in
August with 150 classmates
and friends from as far as
Texas, Ohio and Virginia.
The Afrikan American
Achievers are classmates of
the year 1974 that came from
Sixteen Street Middle School
and Southside Junior High
School. After Pinellas County
desegregated the school system, theses teenagers were
bused all over the county instead of solely matriculating
into Gibbs High School.
The Class of 1974 is
made up of students from
Boca Ciega, Dixie Hollins,
Gibbs, Lakewood, Northeast
and St. Petersburg High all
united as one.
The kick-off party was at
the home of Delores Atkinson, the welcome/meet and
greet at Campbell Park and
the banquet at the Magnuson Hotel with classmate Sheryl Roberson giving an
inspiring message of “It’s
Time to Sound the Trumpets,” calling for involvement.
Worship service was held
at Greater Mt. Zion AME
with a farewell dinner at the
Enoch Davis Center. The
goody bags were filled with
wonderful 40 year souvenir
gifts. What a delight it was to
see everybody, no one
looked the same, but blessings abound.
The atmosphere was
filled with such joy and
beauty both in spirit and in
truth. It was just good to
reacquaint with old friends

and meet new friends. Most
class members will soon celebrate a 60th birthday and
were therefore grateful to
celebrate together again. We
are thankful for the blessed
years that God has given us
as we know that time waits
for no one.
Theme: “Old Friends,
New Connections Still
Going Strong”
Forty years ago, an idea
of a reunion was born with a
group of 1974 classmates.
With the 10th class reunion
the
Afrikan
American
Achievers
name
was
adopted. Many classmates
have passed on and those
that remain feel blessed to
continue to honor them by
coming together in the name
of time.
The members are thankful to those who have kept
the 1974 class going and
those who made the reunion
event possible by their planning: Sharon Mitchell, President, James Keys, Vice
President, Thelma Jackson
Burns, Secretary, Verline R.
Moore, Assistant Secretary,

Jean T. Johnson, Treasurer,
LaGloria G. Johnson, Assistant Treasurer, Tannie Poole,
Parliamentarian; Michael Anderson, Ondria Bacon,
Henry Daniels, Lucinda
Grant, Beverly Jordan, Gregory McDonald, Rickey
Moore, Barbara Stone and
Rickard Wiggins.
Thanks also to other
friends who came out to support us.
Upcoming Event: Annual after Thanksgiving
Dance (Semi-Formal)
Polish American Society,
1343 Beach Drive S.E., St.
Petersburg
Fri., Nov. 28, from 8–12
a.m. - $15.00
Contact us at (727) 8674486
We look forward to the
next time when more will
join us for an awesome experience of fun, fellowship and
friendship taking full advantage of the time given us.
Come see some old friends
and make some new friends
while we still have the time,
as time waits for no one.

Forge ahead with a new career
From PTC, page 1

making groove and fillet
welds in overhead, vertical, and horizontal positions. They also learn
techniques for groove and
fillet welds on aluminum
and stainless steel, and
carbon steel.
The curriculum culminates with the Pipe Welding segment, in which
students are taught how
to tack and weld carbon
steel pipe and fabricate
products from drawings
and blueprints.
“Ninety-five percent of
it is hands on training
where they’re actually
welding,” Nunes affirmed,
adding that students even
get the opportunity to do
live work. “Right now
we’re considering remodeling one of the trailers for
our school district, so that
could be a six month project that we might be doing
here starting in about
three months.”
With a total of 1,150
course hours, it takes 14
months to complete the
program. At the end of the
program students are required to take the American Welding Society
certification test.
“They take the physical test and then they become a certified welder at
the end of our course,”
Nunes explained. Because
the program has just been
restarted at the St. Pete
campus since August 18,
students currently take
the certification exam at
the Clearwater PTC campus—but that will change

as soon as PTC St. Pete
becomes certified to give
the test.
“It’s in the works,”
Nunes said.
Though the average
age of students in the Applied Welding Technologies program is early 20s,
Nunes said the ages range
from 18 years old to 40
years old, and the program is willing to accept
high school seniors.
Once students graduate from the program
Nunes said they receive
help with job placement.
Nunes has also had industry professionals in to
speak with the students.
“I have had the local
iron workers union come
in and talk to the guys,” he
said, “and I have spoken
to the local boilermakers
union and a couple others,
too. Just come in and talk
to them and show them
the job opportunities that
are out there. Anywhere
from the local shops here

in Pinellas County to
some of the unions that
can take them out of state
if that’s what they choose
to do, to even the shipyards.”
Of the benefits to taking a welding program
and ultimately going into
the profession, Nunes
said simply: “Welding has
sustained me personally
for the last 35 years, and I
went to school as a young
man at 17 in a program exactly like this one. And no
matter what the economy
was doing, I could always
find work. It’s an honest
living and you can really
have a good life in this industry.”
If you’re interested in
exploring this career path,
please visit myptec.org or
call 727-893-2500. Financial aid is available. See ad
below.
To reach Frank Drouzas,
email fdrouzas@theweeklychallenger.com

                      



 

        
  

          
 
   
    
   
  
  
  
 
 
 
   
 
 
  
 




      
        
    
   




    




         
   
   

ASALH of Tampa Bay Association for the Study of African American Life and History
and Hillsborough County Branch NAACP

Invite you to a luncheon
“Valuing Our African American Veterans: A Tribute”
November 30, 2014, 1:30 p.m.
Rusty Pelican, 2425 N. Rocky Point Dr., Tampa
Tickets are available through either the NAACP located at 308 E Martin Luther King
Jr Blvd, Tampa; tickets online at www.hillsboroughnaacp.org. Make checks out to
Hillsborough County Branch NAACP or From ASALH of Tampa Bay at 813 658-8854
to order tickets. Make checks out to ASALH of Tampa Bay; mail them to ASALH:
P.O. Box 11696, Tampa, FL 33680. Tickets will be mailed.

BRINGING OUR STORY TO LIFE!
ASALH:
P.O. Box 11696, Tampa, FL 33680
813-658-8854
www.ASALHTampaBay.org
ASALHofTampaBay@gmail.com
NAACP:
P. O. Box 4266, Tampa, FL 33677
813-234-6863
http://www.hillsboroughnaacp.org
Contact@hillsboroughnaacp.org
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Achievement Week Awards Program
BY ALLEN A.
BUCHANAN
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG -The Eta Rho Chapter of
Omega Psi Phi Fraternity
Inc. held its 52nd annual
Achievement
Week
Awards Program last Sun.,
Nov. 16 at the Rock of
Jesus Missionary Baptist
Church.
In front of a packed
house,
the
program
started with the procession of African American
high school males and the
Men of Omega Psi Phi.
The procession epitomized their theme this
year of Leveraging Our
Collective Resources for
Impact.
The evening witnessed
the presentation of several
awards for achievement
throughout
Pinellas
County. This year’s Citizen
of the Year was awarded to
County
Commissioner
Kenneth T. Welch for his
many years of outstanding
service in County Government.
“We worked with a
number of initiatives from
healthcare to public
housing…resulting in 30
million dollars, about a
1,000 new units on the
ground for the county,”
said Welsh. He further
emphasized that south
St. Petersburg is positioned for further community
development
over the next 30 years
due to its current local
government support.
The Omega Man of
the year was presented
to Brother Roderick
Green for his hands on
work with the Pathfinders, the Lakewood Jr.
Spartans Youth Group,
youth initiatives under
the auspices of law enforcement and numerous
duties in support of the
chapter and its mission.
Green said that his
“wow moment” this year
occurred when he was
Dean of Pledges for 16
young men who would
eventually become members of Eta Rho Chapter
this year. He stated that
their growth from total

naivety about the chapter
to growing to understand
its true function was an
eye opener for him because they saw the impact
the fraternity had on the
community it served.
The Superior Service
Award was presented to
Brother Harry Harvey, for
both his leadership roles
in the local chapter and
the State of Florida.
The Founders Award
was presented to the Immediate past Basileus,
Brother James E. Jackson,
Jr. for his work within the
chapter,
the
greater
Tampa Bay area and the
state of Florida.
The Basileus Cardinal
Principles Awards went
to: Brother Marlin Heyward
for
Manhood,
Brother Malcolm Flakes
for Scholarship, Brother
Jumanne Melville for Perseverance,
Brother
Janomi McCullough for
Uplift
and
Brother
William Puller for Leadership.
The keynote speaker
of the evening was the
electrifying Rev. Dr. Walter T. Richardson who

challenged the audience
to stay involved in their
communities and to rebrand their presentations
and
materials
being
placed before the people.
That to stay relevant, organizations must change
and become more inclusive.
Richardson
spoke
about the essential role
and purpose the AfricanAmerican fraternities and
sororities have played in
the last 103 years and
what will be their role in
the next 103 years.
He warned that our fraternities and sororities

must be very careful not
to “haze our way into extinction” stating that each
hazing settlement costs
upwards of $500,000.
Looking to the future,
Richardson can foresee a
new model for higher education emerging due to
non-traditional ways of access to education driven
by mobile technologies.
The weeklong celebration of achievement culminated with dinner at
Sylvia’s Soul Food Restaurant.
To reach Allen Buchanan,
email abuchanan@theweeklychallenger.com
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BUSINESS DIRECTORY
Angie The Dream Weaver
at Next Level Grooming
1626 49th Street South
St. Petersburg
CALL FOR APPOINTMENT
727-320-2765
Relaxers • Blowouts • Color
Cutz • Highlight • Updo’s • Dreads
$50 Sew-Ins
Closed Sundays




   





  

SYLVIA J. TAYLOR P.A.
ATTORNEY & COUNSELOR AT LAW
Specializing In Real Estate Closings,
Refi’s and Probate

1900 Main Street, Suite 750
Sarasota, FL 34238
(941) 309-5188
Fax (941) 309-5201
sylviajtaylorpa@cs.com

Our office services Sarasota, St. Petersburg, and
the Tampa Bay Area. Call 727-543-6798
for a free consultation. Visit arobinsonlawfirm.com
• Child Custody
• Child Support
• Marital Agreements
• Divorce
• Wrongful Termination

• Employment Discrimination
• Workplace Retaliation
• Chapter 7 Bankruptcy
• Chapter 13 Bankruptcy
• Small Claims



 

 


 




Robinson Law would like to be your first
contact when you have a legal question or need
to request immediate assistance from the court.

Great American
Natural Products
4121 16th St. N., St. Petersburg
greatamerican.biz
A free gift with
or (727) 521-4372.
the purchase of

$20 or more.
Exp. 12/11/14

Mon.-Fri. 10-6 p.m., Sat. 10-5 p.m.
and closed on Sundays.




Celebrating 48 years in business!

Phone: 727-894-1734
2500 9th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL 33705
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Diversity at DAR
From AWARD, page 1

were white.
The National Society
Daughters of the American
Revolution was founded on
October 11, 1890 by
women wanting to express
their patriotism but who
were excluded from men’s
organizations. But times
have changed and so has
the DAR organization.
Any women, regardless
of race, religion or ethnic
background can become a
member of DAR as long as
they can prove their lineage
to a patriot of the American
Revolution. More so, the
DAR recognizes community members who have impacted those around them
in a positive way.
Jeanne Siegel, historian
for the DAR, is a longtime
friend of Crumbs and the
woman responsible for
bringing her accomplishments to light with the organization.
“Jeanne was the person
I could talk to, she understood me,” said Crumbs
who views herself as a little
eccentric in her ways.
When Crumbs was just
a young girl she realized
her passion for helping others. A sickly child herself,
she was often visited by a
nurse and from there her
love affair with the profession was born.
“I love it when a child
has an attraction early on
and turns it into a lifetime
of achievement,” said Community Service Awards
Committee Chairperson
Susan Riggings.
At just 13 Crumbs had
already signed up for an
American
Red
Cross

course and almost immediately followed that up by
volunteering as a candy
striper. Later she became a
nurse’s aide at Mercy Hospital.
At each level of achievement in her nursing education, Crumbs wanted more.
She felt the need for more
education to broaden the
scope of her skill and nursing practice. She began
with practical nursing and
then enrolled in an associate degree program at St.
Petersburg Junior College.
A bachelor’s degree from
the University of South
Florida (USF) wasn’t far behind, and finally Crumbs
earned her Master of Science in nursing also
through USF. She worked
as a nurse the entire time.
“The history of her education, employment and
volunteer service will make
your head spin,” said Riggings. “She never stopped.
I don’t think she even
paused.”
Crumbs touched the
lives of many in the St. Petersburg area during her
tenure as a nurse. From
Bayfront Hospital to the
Pinellas County Health Department, and even Bay
Pines Veteran’s Hospital,
Crumbs brought her special brand of skills to those
most in need. In 1990, she
quickly became an advanced registered nurse
practitioner (RN), received
her clinical nurse specialist
certification, and made the
decision to change career
paths by joining the nursing faculty at the St. Petersburg
College
Health

Education Center.
“It is indeed an honor
and a privilege to be a recipient,” said Crumbs who
has seen how community
perspectives have changed
when speaking of race in
the past few decades, especially in organizations such
as the DAR. Although their
objectives to remind others
of the historical importance
of America’s fight for independence, the educational
need to cultivate knowledge and the patriotic obligation to cherish our
freedoms and foster a love
for America have remained
the same over the last 125
years, the many faces that
make up the DAR are no
longer of one race. “They
have changed 100 percent,”
chimed in Crumbs.
Cindy Weatherby, Regent of The Princess Hirrihigua Chapter enlightened
those in attendance on the
goals of DAR. The organization was formed to perpetuate the memory and
spirit of both the men and
women who achieved
American independence
and to foster patriotic citizenship.
“We celebrate diversity,
I want you to understand
that,” said Weatherby pointing out that they have patriots of Spanish descent in
their organization as well as
other ethnicities and cultures.
The Princess Hirrihigua Chapter of DAR diligently works to pay tribute
to the outstanding accomplishments of any person
who has contributed to society in a meaningful way.

They also call attention to
groups that should be honored due to national holidays such as Veteran’s Day
and Native American
month.
“May we never let down
those who have served for
this country,” Weatherby
continued stating that
every American has the
duty to uphold the values,
freedoms, and dignity for
others, which so many
have died for. “May we lead
the world by example, by
our own conduct, kindness
and tolerance.”
In keeping with the
community service theme,
the next day Weatherby
and the DAR gang headed
down to the Lincoln Cemetery to clear off gravesites
and place American flags
on headstones that were
marked with military distinctions.
Lincoln Cemetery is the
final resting places for
more than 6,000 African
Americans, many of them
veterans with some dating
back to the Civil War.
Councilmember Wengay Newton stopped by to
help locate some graves
that have been covered
over by grass and invasive
flora such as the Brazilian
pepper trees.
“We are in the process
of having the ownership
handed over to a nonprofit,” said Newton who
recently met with the Pinellas County Urban League, a
member of the Gulfport
city council and Lawson,
McRae and Creal funeral
homes to figure out a solution to the problem.

“I’ve been at this for a
while and I have an inch
thick of requests with people looking for graves, said
Newton. “The grass has
grown over the headstones
and it’s almost impossible to
find a one. Every now and
again we will stumble upon
one, but with maps, proper
maintenance and Cindy
Weatherby and the Daughters of the American Revolution we will get this place
better than what it was.”
You can check out the
Daughters of the American
Revolution on their website
at www.dar.org. Not only do
they have a complete history of the organization,
but also ways African
Americans can research
their lineage. According to
the website, more than
5,000 African Americans or
mixed descent patriots
served in the American

Newton kneels by his
mother’s grave.
Revolution during or in
some military campaign
against the British from
1775-1783 as civil servants
or through their patriotic
service.
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Be a part of a studio audience
From SERVICE, page 1

says what she tries to do
with her radio show is
draw out the gift in
every person so that they
all know they are valued in
the eyes of God.
“Everybody has a gift,
everybody has a purpose,”
Darling said. “So I look to
those individuals to share
their stories.”
Such stories include
two ladies that Darling interviewed that suffered
from kidney failure and
became the recipients of
new kidneys.
“Now they are sharing
their testimonies to educate the community on
how to recognize when
their bodies have certain
signs,” Darling said. “That
is sharing their gift.
They’ve gone through a
traumatic experience but
that traumatic experience
did not defeat them in life,
and they’re able to share
that story with someone
else and help them on
their journey.”
Darling stressed that
the show encourages people to think outside the
box of tradition.
“This show is to let us
see that regardless of what
race you are, what sexuality you are, whether you’re
rich or poor, we are one
body and we make up the
entire body of Christ,”
Darling averred. “So our
brothers and sisters may
not look like you. It
doesn’t matter what religion you are. That’s the
thinking outside the box
of tradition.
“Tradition wants you to
think that you are the only

right person, but let me
explain to you what God
had revealed to me: God
had revealed to me that
looking at life or where we
come from is like looking
through a kaleidoscope—
each one of us holds a
piece of truth. And we pull
those pieces of truth together; there we find the
true body of Christ. So my
brothers of a different
race, my brothers of a different nationality, my
brothers of different religions hold a piece of truth.
So that’s the thinking outside the box.”
Other guests have included Darling’s former
boss,
Sheriff
Bob
Gualtieri, Florida House
Representative Ed Hooper
and Sheriff Chris Nocco of
Pasco County. As a former
law enforcement officer,
she highlights different
agencies on her show because she firmly believes
it is important to bring
community and law enforcement together.
“We’re in this together,” Darling affirmed.
“Yes, we’re here to serve
and protect, but we can’t
do it if we don’t have a relationship with the community, and that’s one
reason why we’re doing
a TV pilot.”
Darling has already
filmed episode 1 at the
freeFall Theater in St. Pete
in September, in which
she interviewed members
of the Springtime Club of
Clearwater. TV pilot
episode 2 will be taped in
front of a live studio audience Sun., Nov. 23, also at

the freeFall Theater, 6099
Central Ave., St. Petersburg, and will feature Police
Chief
Anthony
Holloway of the St. Petersburg Police Department.
“He said that he
wanted to address the
hardcore questions and
get to the root of the issues
of
the
past,”
Darling said, explaining
that the show is like a
roundtable discussion as
she facilitates conversation among the guests.
She added that the show
will also feature Chief
Judge J. Thomas McGrady of the 6th judicial
circuit court and activist
Theresa “Momma Tee”
Lassiter, which Darling
said will represent the
“voice of the community.”
Darling said that her
desire is to transition from
radio to TV full time.
“If you don’t believe in
the vision that God has
given you,” she attested,
“then who else will believe
in it, right? I believe in the
message of community. I
believe in the message
that we all can do it together. So once I get
enough footage, I am then
going to send that around
to networks to see if
they’re interested in picking it up. But regardless of
whether a network picks
it up, I believe that we as a
community need to have a
platform so we can address these issues at a
roundtable of peace.”
To reach Frank Drouzas,
email fdrouzas@theweeklychallenger.com

“Waking Up with Edie Darling” crew.
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A community conversation
From EDUCATION, page 1

averaged 33 percent of the
arrests, and assault that averaged about 23 percent.
Gibbs clarified assault as
threatening or hitting someone without causing severe
damage.
“That’s a large chunk of
the misdemeanors that
maybe in the past wouldn’t
have been referred,” said
Gibbs who stated that of
those school-based arrests
around 63 percent of those
arrested were African American.
But there’s a juvenile program that is there to help.
It’s called the Juvenile Detention Alternative Initiatives
(JDAI).It’s for first time misdemeanors who are entering
the juvenile justice program,
regardless of whether they
are coming from school, the
community or transported
by the police. It doesn’t involve any additional costs to
participate and is geared toward helping youths stay out
of the court system and turn
their lives around before it’s
too late.
Two Pinellas County
judges showed up to give a
brief overview of what it’s
like when a teen enters their
courtroom.
“I try to give them a
touch of reality,” said Judge
Patrice Moore who plays
hardball when court is in
session. “Yes they are kids,
but sometimes they do
things that if they were in an
adult role, would make your
head spin.”
Moore has seen too
many lives wasted with bad
decisions and works to make

a difference in the lives of
those who enter her courtroom, but admits that sometimes they come to her too
late, after they are in too
deep. She doesn’t believe in
a slap on the wrist when trying to prevent a career criminal. “I try to scare them
straight, tell them what life
will hold if they don’t get it together.”
Members from Pinellas
County Schools also were in
attendance and took the time
to share a few ways they are
working toward combating
arrests in schools and low
academic achievement.
Area Superintendent Dr.
Barbara Hires discussed
some alternatives in education to meet the growing
challenges that arise in a
classroom setting.
“Our mission is 100 percent student success,” said
Hires as she explained the
county’s mission of educating all students and preparing them for college, career
and life after high school.
She accepts however that it’s
all a work in progress.
“I am not ashamed to
stand before you today to say
we have not arrived, nor
have we accomplished our
goal to educate, not incarcerate, 100 percent of our students in Pinellas County
schools,” said Hires who
plans to continue to work
with school leaders, teachers
and the community in order
to confront the school-toprison pipeline affecting so
many families.
To begin with, all schools
are implementing positive

behavior support (PBS) to
reduce disciplinary incidences and increase a sense
of safety in schools as well
as, supporting academic outcomes.
“We know that school climate is a key,” said Hires
who touched on solutions
stemming from challenging
environmental
variables
such as physical setting, curriculum, instructional pace
and positive reinforcement.
Part of the positive attitude the schools are trying
to implement deals with
changing titles. Instead of labeling students as part of a
dropout prevention program, the school system is
renaming their efforts to
help those in need.
The new program will
be called Educational Alternative Services and the hope
is that program participants
and their families will gain
some positive options to traditional schooling without
the stigma associated with
these different routes.
Clearwater High School
Principal Keith Mastorides
received a round of applause
as he enthusiastically spoke
of some of the new alternative services being offered at
his school.
“We know that kids think
much differently than we
do,” he said pointing out that
change is necessary to be
successful. “We’ve been
doing education the same
way for over 100 years.”
Mastorides spoke of the
three concepts that will
bring excellence to any
school: rigor, relevance and

relationships. By engaging
students in new ways and
forging relationships with
teachers, administrators and
peers the pipeline-to-prison
could be halted as more students stay in school and venture on to higher education
or career paths that will
keep them happy and fulfill
their basic needs to survive
in the real world.
School resource officers
(SRO) spoke about changing the way they handle in
school behavior issues. Opting to look at all the options
before referring teens to the
juvenile justice system
where they can get caught
up in a downward spiral.
“Our kids, just like us, do
stupid stuff at school sometimes,” said Chief Stelljes
with the SRO. “We really
don’t need to criminalize
some of those things that we
really need to be taking care
of at the school level.”
Those in attendance
were given the opportunity
to ask questions or state
their opinions or concerns
with the juvenile justice system. Pastor Rainey who
worked more than 30 years
in education brought up the
need to make a commitment
and stick to it when it comes
to solving the problems of
keeping African Americans
in school and out of trouble.
“We find programs that
work and we let them stay in
place for about two or three
years and then we stop
them,” he said. “When you
find something that’s good,
support it.”
Community Activist Kurt

Gina Gibbs

Judge Patrice Moore
Donnelly believes the school
district is in need of implementing a district wide behavior plan. He feels a
discrepancy in what is acceptable from school-toschool puts some students at
a disadvantage.
“If each school has a separate behavior plan and each
school is set up differently

economically, how can it be
equal?” he asked.
For more information on
how to get involved in mentoring youths, or even working behind the scenes to
help educate not incarcerate,
contact Gina Gibbs at
ggibbs@pinellascounty.org
or call 727-453-7436.

NO COST MEDICAID &
MEDICARE REVIEWS
727-327-9881 • 3535 Central Ave.
St. Petersburg, FL 33713

H EALTH & WELLNESS
• Prevention • Awareness • Education •
•Testing • Counseling • Referrals •
HELP - US - HELP - U • Access
Food Stamp Application/SNAP
Medicaid Application - Recertification

727.403.3366
www.helpushelpuinc.org
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Hello America and
our inner-city youth!
In our last episode, I was informing
everyone about the black youth baseball coaches here in the Tampa Bay
area and throughout America that practice white baseball racism. Let me refresh your memory.
From October 2013 to April of this
year, I hosted a Fall Youth Baseball
Camp, Winter Camp, Pre-Spring Training and a Spring Training Camp to prepare the inner-city youth for the 2014
baseball season.
The 100 children that attended the
camps came from the Childs Park and
Campbell Park communities. The city
provided a new youth baseball field at
Childs Park Recreation Center, but no
white or black coaches from around the
Tampa Bay area were present. No one
would even return my phone calls.
For the past 70 years there has been
only one way of playing this ancient
African “stick and ball” game, which
here in America it was rebranded as
baseball. That one way has always been
the “white way” because blacks were
excluded.
From 1846 to 1865 the name for
African Americans that played the
game of baseball was called Blackball;
from 1865 to 1920 it was Post Civil War
Colored, from 1920 to 1930 it was
Negro, from 1933 to 1960 it was New
Negro.
Black people in the industry were
fully aware and are still aware of
the systematic racism being practiced

in the sport of baseball. And as of February 12, 2000, I have been reviving
Negro Baseball and continuing the history of African-American baseball, now
called New Negro RNBI ”Reviving
Negro Baseball in Inner-cities.”
And for the past 14 years, no matter
what community, city or region in the
United States of America that I am in,
(Tampa Bay, South Florida, Orlando,
Louisville, KY, Las Vegas, Houston, TX
etc.) I have been asking black youth
baseball coaches to let inner city children play along to help keep these kids
off the streets and away from the innercity violence for just a few hours.
But all of my pleas fell on deaf ears
and the most I would get back from
them were inspirational lies and no return phone calls, leaving an open variety
of black youth to return to the Streets
and participate in drugs and Violence.
Why Do They Do That? They all
represent white baseball leagues that
are made up of structured hate, bigotry, jealousy and corruption towards
our inner-city youth. America’s favorite
pastime simply does not include large
portions of society.
Since these “care for youth” organizations that supposedly provide care for
our youth won’t let inner-city children
in, I decided to volunteer to host my
“RNBI” youth baseball program that
will involve my non-violent inner-city
youth. Again, no one returned my
phone calls.
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Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Praise Time 10:45 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:45 a.m.
Tuesday Night Live Prayer Service & Bible Study 7 p.m.

 







Come Worship With the First Baptist Family










  

  

 




  

   





 


 
   





 
  

 

 
  



 





 

Victory Christian Center Church

 



  

    



Sunday School .................................9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship ..........................11:00 a.m.
Wednesday Evening Prayer ............6:30 p.m.



Tutoring offered Tuesday &
Wednesday at 3:30 p.m.
Prayer Meeting 7:00 p.m.
Bible Study 11:00 a.m. & 7:30 p.m.
Youth Bible Study 7:00 p.m.

“Learn How To Love
Our City Into The
Kingdom Of God”

Beginning Sunday, Sept. 14 at 6 p.m.
Rev. Sarah Edwards will be teaching a 13-week Certified
Servant Leadership Course for Clergy, Lay Ministers and
Christians of all ages who desire to serve their
neighborhood and city for the glory of God. Synopsis:
Whereas God’s methods are many, His principles are few.
You will be taught how to love our city into the Kingdom
of God by embracing your true value in Christ.
Glad Tidings Assembly Of God Church • Randy Helms, Pastor
4200 17th Avenue North, St. Petersburg, FL 33713 FMI: 727.323.5017




Wednesday Night Bible Study.......7:30 p.m.








Kingdom Restoration, Inc.

Faith Based Outreach Ministry

 
  

 
Sunday Worship*
10:30 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Study* -7:00 p.m.
Friday Prayer -7:00 p.m.
Intercessory Prayer - 9:00 a.m.


Victory Christian Center is a Word of Faith Church.
For more information about the other services and
ministries at Victory Christian Center, please call (727) 321-0911.




  





 
 
 



  

Need a ride? Our Transportation Ministry is available Sundays and Wednesdays

Sunday School 8:45-10:00 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:00 a.m.
Communion - 1st Sunday of each month
New Members Orientation - Sunday at 8:45 a.m.

Having been led, as we believe, by the
Spirit of God to receive the Lord Jesus
Christ as our Saviour; and on the profession of our faith. We the people of
God returning to God’s Word, proclaiming, God’s Will in provoking His
love among one another.








 





  
 

 


 






 

1818 29th Avenue N.
St. Petersburg, Florida
727.898.5571
Sunday Worship

11:30 a.m.






  



 
 

4238 Narvarez Way South
St. Petersburg, Florida 33712

(727) 564-1389




Pastor Shurrea Daniels

 


 
     
  
  





Motto: Restoring One Life At A Time

We provide independent services to young women,
between the ages of 18-21, that have aged out of foster care.
Services Offered:
Community Housing, Life Skills, Financial Planning
Performing Arts and Technical Assistance
We also Offer:
E.V.E. Enrichment Classes on Monday and Wednesday 6-8 p.m.
Every 3rd Saturday Women’s Ministry 1-3 p.m.

Visit Us At http://www.kingdomrestoration.info/

  


 

  
 
 

   

Pastors Dexter and
Wanda McCree
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SUNDAY SERVICES/WEEKLY ACTIVITIES

 
  
 

 
  
  

Van service is available by calling: (727) 327-0015





  


THE ROCK OF JESUS IS LOCATED AT:
3940 – 18th AVE. S., St. Petersburg, Florida
Telephone: 727-327-0015 • Fax: 727-327-0021
Email: rojmbe@knology.net
Office Hours: Tues. & Thurs. 10 a.m. - 5 p.m.





Queen Street Church of God in Christ
Elder Willie Williamson, Pastor
First Lady, Patricia Williamson
1732 9th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
727-896-4356

SERVICES
Sunday
Sunday School – 9:30 a.m.
A. M. Service – 11 a.m.
Tuesday
Morning Prayer – 9 to 10 a.m.
Wednesday YPWW Bible Study – 7:30 p.m.

CHURCH NEWS
Friendship Missionary Baptist Church
The Friendship Missionary Baptist Church, the Pastor, Dr. John A. Evans, Sr.,
Official Family and the entire
Church Family extend a cordial invitation to our entire
community to join “THE
SHIP” in fellowship at our
7:45 a.m. or the 10:45 a.m.
worship service, and Sunday
Church School at 9:30 a.m.
The Ship’s anchor is still up,
as we continue our journey
through the month October.
Please feel free to come
aboard as we venture out
spreading the mighty word of
God. Want to stay close to
home, join us at the Church
throughout the week for our
various programs and ministries. Come join us as we
take this Christian journey
for it is Our Mission as a
Church Family of believers in
Christ, reaching out to the
world, preaching the gospel
to the unsaved and teaching
the saved to serve by demonstrating the Love of Christ.
Weekly Bible Studies and

other Church activities:
Wednesday, Noon Day (12:00
p.m.) and Prayer and Bible
Study (7 p.m.); AWANA
Youth Enrichment program
is back jointly every Wednesday at 7 p.m., something special for every child, learning
about God while having fun.
The Bread of Life Ministry
continues providing a needed
service to our Senior and Disabled members, want to volunteer? Please see Sister
Renetta Williams for further
information. The Clothing
Pantry is opened every 2nd
and 4th Thursday of the
month, from 9 a.m. to noon.
Donations of gently used
Men and Women Business attire are needed. Continue to
Pray for our Sick, Shut-in,
Children, Men/Women in
Uniform, and Bereaved Families.
Month of November:
Nov. 22 – 9 a.m. – SOUL
SEEKERS WALK. Friendship’s Evangelizing on
the MOVE. For more Infor-

mation, Contact Minister
Sharon Saulsby, (727) 8210161.
NEED A RIDE TO
CHURCH? Call our Transportation Ministry – (727)
906-8300 and PRESS 2
Thought for the Week:
SELFISH PEOPLE CAN’T
SERVE. WILLING WORKERS WILL SEE SOMETHING THAT NEEDS TO
BE DONE AND JUST DO IT,
WHILE THEY FIGURE OUT
THEIR PURPOSE.
Don’t let “THE SHIP” sail
without YOU! For additional
information on any of the announcements, please contact
us by the following methods:
Friendship
Missionary
Baptist Church, 3300 31st St. S.,
St. Petersburg, 33712. Church
Office: (727) 906-8300. Visit
Friendship’s Website: www.fmbctheship.net
E-Mail:
fmbc3300@verizon.net
Also Visit West Coast Baptist Association Website:
www.expericencethecoast.com

(Bring your Thanksgiving
Food Bags)
Nov. 23 - Deadline for
Thanksgiving Basket items.
Nov. 24 - Distribution of
Thanksgiving Baskets at 9
a.m.
Nov. 27-28 - Thanksgiving
Holidays: Office Closed
Nov. 30 - Mission emphasis: Christmas With the community/Adoption Day during
10:45 a.m. Service
Weekly Scheduled Activities for St. Mark
Sunday school held for
both children and adults of all
ages. Sunday school starts
each Sunday morning at 9:30
a.m. All are invited to come out
and join us.
Young Adult Ministry
(YAMS) Every Sunday at 9:30
a.m.
Baptist Training Union is

Reverend Louis Murphy,
Sr. and the entire Mt Zion family extend an open invitation to
join us not only in Sunday worship, but also throughout the
week for various programs
and ministries.
Wednesday Bible Study –
Noonday and 6 p.m.
Nov. 22 – Thanksgiving
Basket Giveaway and Community Expo. This year Mt. Zion
will partner with MZHS,
Amerigroup and Feed America to provide food baskets
and other services to those in
need. !0 a.m. until, 945 20th
St. S. Registration not required.
Nov. 22 — Join us for our
Thanksgiving Service, 7:00
PM. All are welcome.
Attention Parents! Read-

ing and Math Enhancement
Tutoring is being provided by
Certified Teachers & Paraprofessionals, Tuesdays and
Thursdays from 5:30pm to
7:00pm in the Human Services
Building at 945 - 20th Street,
South. For more information
contact Doris Newton or Joel
Shedrick at 727-822-0443, Extension 301.
3rd Thursday of the
month – Men’s Unity Ministry
- Calling all Men... The Men’s
Ministry invite you to come
out on the third Thursday of
each month for their unity fellowship and study of “What a
Man of God Should Look
Like.”
CARE- Choosing Addiction Recovery Efforts - is now
holding
Dial-a-Meetings.

Phone meetings are held
every Tuesday from 7:00pm to
8:00pm. Phone in to: 605-4772100, Access Code: 212213.
Let’s Get Connected!
Mt. Zion Progressive is
now social. Checkout the latest events, ministry news, and
more by following us on
FACEBOOK, TWITTER and
YOUTUBE
(Keyword:
MZPMBC). Visit our website
and let’s get connected today!
www.MZProgressive.org
For additional information
on any of these announcements, please contact the
church office.
Mt. Zion Progressive Missionary Baptist Church. 955
20th St. S., St. Petersburg
Florida. 727-894-4311, email:
info@mzprogressive.org.

Pastor’s Corner
BY PASTOR SARAH EDWARDS
Visible Voices Christian
Community Association

Celebrating Thanksgiving
makes you happy

St. Mark MBC
The St. Mark Missionary
Baptist Church, its pastor, the
Reverend Brian K. Brown, its
official staff of Deacons and
Trustees, and the entire congregation, extends to the community at large, its wish that
there would be an overflowing
of God’s blessings upon their
lives. St. Mark is grounded in
a Christ-centered doctrine that
has as its central core, the belief that we are a haven of
hope, help, and healing for a
lost world hungry and thirsty
for the word of God. At St.
Mark, we as a body of believers are Christians willing to
work and partner in unity,
praising God for the awesome
gift of His son, Jesus Christ.
Events for November
Nov. 20 - Annual WIA
Thank You Covered Dish/Pot
Luck Fellowship at 7 p.m.

Mt. Zion Progressive MBC

each Sunday at 5 p.m. Members and the general public
are invited to come out study
the Bible with us, and learn
“What Baptist Believe”.
Children and Youth Ministry Meetings are held every
Tuesday at 6 p.m. Children in
the community are welcomed
to join us.
Mime/Praise
Dance
Rehearsal on Sundays from
2-4 p.m.
Sunday School Teachers’
Meeting is held every Tuesday at 7 p.m.
Senior Hour of Power
Bible Study is held every
Wednesday at 9:30 a.m.
Prayer Meeting and Bible
Study every Wednesday
evening at 7 p.m.
Children Youth Ministry
Bible Study every Wednesday
at 7:30 p.m.



  


At least happier than that
turkey you may or may not
have to celebrate Thanksgiving with. Every American
should consider the reality
that people left their country
to seek out a land to have freedom to worship God as their
LORD. That land is our land,
the United States.
The first Thanksgiving
Day was celebrated by those
Pilgrims in 1621 with the help
of the people who God had already given this land to that
we now call America. Some
refer to them as Native Americans or Indians. I see them
simply as natives.
Thanksgiving Day has
been a vital part of our national
life of this great country every
since President Lincoln proclaimed it a national holiday in
1863. Thanksgiving is a profoundly Christian holiday in
that it re-focuses our attention
on God as the true source of
all our blessings, which is
translated to mean “happy.”
Let us not forget to remember that also according to
Christopher Columbus’ personal diary, he wrote that God
would show him a land where
the people would have freedom to worship God as their
LORD. Having no navigational
skills, he responded to God’s
calling. God gave him favor
with the Queen of Spain and
he was given three ships to
sail the seas.
In 1492 more than 200
years earlier than the arrival of

the
Pilgrims,
Columbus
landed in the Caribbean. He
further stated in his personal
dairy that when he landed the
people were tall, thin and
black skinned. Thinking he
was in India, he called the indigenous population Indians
and it stuck. They along with
the African that sailed with
him assisted he and his shipmates to survive by allowing
these ‘natives’ to teach them to
hunt turkeys and show them
which natural foods were safe
to eat. No doubt they were
grateful.
Interesting enough St. Petersburg has been incorporated twice as a municipality.
Several main streets and her
history have been re-written
many times for some obscure
reason. God has chosen America to be blessed and a lighthouse to the world. God chose
to make His face to shine upon
this city. God’s eyes are beholding this city in a very special way and that should make
you happy. Therefore, I see
this city as the SONshine city.
This alone should make you
very happy in celebrating
‘Thanksgiving’.
We gather with our families and offer our gratitude and
thanksgiving to God, not man.
Whether we have family or
friends or not, the real purpose
is for us to demonstrate our
gratitude and thanksgiving to
God. It is something that all of
us ought to do. It’s not only
just a day of thanksgiving; the

Bible also teaches us that
thanksgiving is something
that ought to be a everyday attitude within our heart. We’re
to have an attitude of gratitude
by giving thanks in all things,
as this is the will of God.
[Thessalonians 5:18]
Maybe you have had a difficult week. Things may have
not real well with you. Maybe
you have had some reversals
and some problems and some
hardships this week. Regardless, keep in mind that an attitude of gratitude makes for a
thankful heart. A thankful
heart is a happy heart. Emotionally and psychologically
it’s one of the greatest things
you can become. That is to be
a thankful and grateful person.
Especially in our SONshine city let’s celebrate
Thanksgiving everyday and
talk about this matter of being
forever thankful unto our
great God. Share with everyone you meet reasons why you
can be thankful to God, ‘’And
let the peace of God rule in
your hearts to the which also
you are called in one body and
be ye thankful.” [Colossians
3:15]
Before Thanksgiving was
a holiday, Thanksgiving was
given to us by God as a responsibility, as a duty, an exercise
in obedience. God’s Word
says, “be ye thankful, ‘’Oh,
give thanks unto the Lord, for
He is good.’’ This is medicine
to our soul without the big
bird on your table.
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